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Select words that are  
a. necessary for 

comprehension 
AND 

b. useable in 
children’s lives 

 
 
All other words—
Don’t teach 

Step 3. Select instructional 
methods for these words 

Step 1. Identify all 
difficult and potentially 
unknown words in text.  

 
Word 
represents a 
new concept 

 
Word represents a 
familiar concept 

 
Directly teach the 
word’s meaning 

Teach a word-
learning strategy 

No meaning 
clues in text 

Meaning clues 
in text 

Step 2. Select words for 
instruction. 


